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ries of others, to ſee the many charitable foundations that are eſtabliſhed in this 
City, for the education of children, tor the maintenance of the poor, the aged 


1 * muſt give pleaſure to every benevolent mind, accuſtomed to feel for the miſe= 


and helpleſs, and for adminiſtering relief to the diſeaſed and infirm. But there is 
one claſs of perſons. hitherto very much neglected, who ſeem, however, to merit the 
particular attention of the Public, and to whoſe compaſſionate regard it is now propo - 
ſed to recommend them. 


Tun is in the City and itsſuburbs a great number of poor people, born in the” 


Highlands, who can receive no benefit from public ioftradtions; and” public worſhip, in 


the Engliſh language. They are uſually employed in hard labour and menial ſervice ; 
and moſt of them come to this place at ſuch a time of life, that their learning to read, 

or indeed to underſtand our language, can hardly be expected of them. In the different 
claſſes of chairmen, porters, watermen, and day. labourers, there are ſeveral hundreds of 
theſe perſons, beſides a conſiderable number of them that are employed as houſchold 
ſervants : even after their reſiding amongſt us for a courſe of years, their knowledge 


of our language, generally ſpeaking, is very imperfect, and they reſt; ſatisfied with ſo 


much of it as is neceſſary, to their daily buſineſs. 


IT is but too wel] known, that great ignorance of the principles of religion prevails 


amongſt them, as it doth in moſt of thoſe places from which they come, notwithſtand- 


ing the labours of the Miniſters in their widely-extended pariſhes, and the diligence | 


of the Schoolmaſters eſtabliſhed in different parts of the Highlands by THE SOCIETY 
FOR. PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, And how is it to be expected” 


that- 
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that any religious knowledge which ſome of them may have received in their younger 
years (ould remain with them, when, in the aſter part of their lives, they are alto- 
gether deſtitute of the means of inſtruction, in that language wherein alone it can be 
conveyed to them? Neither dan it be ſappoſed that ſuch perſons will have a proper 
concern about the virtuous and religious education of their children ; but, on the con- 
trary, being very careleſs in this matter, the conſequences of ſuch inattention are, in 
every relpet, truly deplorable. | Xx . gh { 


WW then, is 2 ftriking fact, that there are many hundreds of poor CER living 
amongſt us, moſt of them are very laborious and induſtrious, who are, generally ſpeak- 


ing, in a ſtate of groſs ignorance with reſpect to the great truths of our holy religion, 


and the momentous concerns of their eternal ſalvation. What a ſhame and reproach 


— 


to us, if they ſhall ſtill remain in this piteous condition? Do not both the principles of 


humanity and Chriſtianity plead for their relief? We hope that they ſhall not plead in 


rain; but that a competent fund ſhall be raifed for providing them in a houſe for 


public worſhip, and in aid too of a proviſion for the maintenance of a Miniſter, who 


ſhall diſpenſe to them the ordinances of religion. What may.be further requiſite, in. 


order to this ſtated maintenance, it is hoped will be made up by themſelves, and by 
the Honourable and worthy SocrtTY above mentioned; in which caſe, the nomina- 
tion of the perſon may be made by that Society, and he be ordained or admitted by 
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RI perhaps, will be ach to object, that too Sk regard will be hereby hewn 
to the Erſe language, and too much encouragement given to the Highlanders amongſt 
us to continue to ſpeak it: They will ſurely do ſo without any ſuch encouragement. 
We know this from long experience; and though it were otherwiſe, is this conſidera- 

tion to be laid in the balance with what has been now repreſented? —& & | 

5 SS 
Tux deſign of introducing the Engliſh language into the Highlands and Iſlands of 
Scotland, hath been long proſecuted by the annual Committees for managing his 
Ma)esTY's royal bounty, and by the Society for propagating Chriſtian knowledge. 
This hath been conſidered as one of the beſt means of civilizing theſe countries, and 
vf promoting in them the knowledge of true religion: but a deſign of this nature, it 
te evident, cannot be fully effected but in a long courſe of time in any country, far 


more 
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more in one that is ſo mounttinous, in many parts ſo inacceſſivle; and where the inha- 
bitants are ſcattered at a great diſtance from each other. That Society according. 
ly, being ſtill more thoroughly convinced of this after a very long trial, and, by conſe- 
quence, that the noble Put poſe of their erection cannot be attained without having re- 
courſe to their native language, have ſet about printing the New Teſtament in Erle, 
according to a tranſlation that hath been made by a man of learning and worth, and 
reviſed by perſons well {killed in that language ; At the ſame time they have ordered 
the maſters of their ſchools, in all places where Erſe only is ſpoken, to teach their 
ſcholars to-read both Erſe and Englifh ; by which means it is expected, that their re- 
ligious inſtruction, and their knowledge of the Engliſh tongue, will be at once pro- 
moted : Ang if this ſhall be the caſe with regard to a great part of the next, or the 
ſiucceeding generation, the grounds of the charity now propoſed will be then, in a 
good meaſure, happily removed; but while things continue as they are, this charity 
muſt appear to be of the higheſt importance. 
Ir hath ſo appeared to the citizens of Glaſgow, who, for a few years paſt, have pro- 
vided a Miniſter for the Highlanders who come to reſide there; which hath been at- 
"tended with much good. We ſee with pleaſure the French Proteſtants amongſt us ſup- 
plied with Miniſters who ſpeak to them in their own language. Great pains are laid out 
for the inſtruction of Highlanders in their own country: contributions too are received, 

; and plans formed for propagating the knowledge of the goſpel to the American Indians: 
Amidſt all this, can our hearts be unaffected with the condition of a great number of 
dur own countrymen, dwelling in the midſt of us, generally employed in toilſome but 
neceſſary ſervices, very capable of inſtruction, but altogether deſtitute of it, and living, 
for the moſt part, in ſuch a ſtate of ignorance, as differs but little from theirs to whom 
the goſpel of CHRIST was never preached, and © who fit in darkneſs, and in the ſna- 
« dow of death?“ Is it conſiſtent with benevolence, with Chriſtian charity, with a true 
regard to the public good, to the honour of our Loxp and Saviour, and to the 
intereſts of his kingdom, to behold their piteous ſituation without ſympathy, and with- 
out a concern to do ſomething for their effectual relief? We appeal to every humane 
and Chriſtian breaſt, to all worthy perſons of Every denomination; who, we hope, will 
concur in promoting ſo pious and charitable a deſign as is now humbly offered to the 
conſideration of the Public. And may Almighty Gop give it ſucceſs, to the honour 
of his name, and to the ſalvation of many precious and immortal ſouls ! 
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Ir is propoſed, then, that fubſcriptioo-papers ſhould be lodged in the hands of | 
Mr WILLIAM Hoc, Caſtlehill, Mr Anch. WaLLAck, oppoſite to the Lucken- 


booths, and Mr WILLIAM GALLO WAL, oppoſite to the Croſs, Merchants in Edin- 
burgh, and with a few others; who will likewiſe receive contributions from ſuch 


as do not incline to ſubſcribe; and as ſoon as the ſubſcription ſhall be conſiderably 


advanced, a meeting of the ſubſcribers will be called, to deliberate on the meaſures: 
to be taken in the further proſecution of this * deſign, ſo ; as to bring it to- 
an happy iſſue. 
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